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BAN FORCED MOLTING OF HENS

We, the undersigned, urge the FDA to ban the cruel and unhealthy forced molting of hens.

Each year the U.S. egg industry force molts millions of hens to manipulate egg production. Hens are
intentionally starved up to 14 days, as well as depriving the hens of, olting.is so stressful; it
destroys the hens’ immune system, predisposing the birds and’thelr  eggs to salmdn lk pOis&
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Recent research shows that forced molting can be harmful to humans as well. USDA’s own research shows
that forced molting makes hen farms more susceptible to salmonella, exacerbating the food safety issue
already plaguing the egg industry. The end results are diseased and ill birds and contaminated eggs.

FDA was petitioned last year to ban forced molting. We are again petitioning FDA to take the necessary and
prompt action in banning the practice of induced molting. FDA has jurisdiction to ban farm practices, such
as forced molting, which are harmful to the consumers’ health.
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